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E the Miniſters and Elders met in the Commiſſion of 
the General Allembly of the Church of Scotland, taking 
to our ſerious Conſideration, the inveterate Malice of Pa- 

| piſts againſt the true reformed Religion, and their reſt» 

| leſs Endeavours, particularly at this Time, to ruin the 

Troteſtant Interreſt in Britain and Ireland, the great multitudes. of their 

Prieſts; and other Emiſſaries now Trafficking, for carrying on this perni- * 
cipus Deſign in ſeveral Parts of this Country, whereby many are already | 
perverted ; their ſetting up openiy in diverſe Places their idolatrous Wor- 

5 — of the Penal Laws which ſtand in Force againſt them, 

and of her Majeſty's Roval Proclamations, and what the Judges have done 

in their Circuits. And their behaving themſelves with as great Inlolence 
as they have ever ſhewed ſince our Reformation from Popery. And like- 
- wife conſidering the bold Attempts of other Adverſaries to our preſent 

- Conſtitution both in Church and State, who do openly in our chief Cities 

and through the whole Country promote the Intereſts of a Pretender to 
the Crown, who has been educated in all the Maxims of Popiſh Bigotry, and 
French Tyranny And we being touched with a juſt and deep Sence of 
theſe dangerous Evils, do judge it our Duty, from the Zeal we owe to the 
Glory of God, the Preſervation of our holy Religion, the ſafety of her Ma- 
jeſty's Government, and the welfare of our Country, and in Purſuance of the 
Truſt committed to us by the laſt General Aſſembly, to give this publick, 
ſolemn and ſerious Warning to all ranks of Perton, of the imminent Danger 
which doth ariſe from ſuch pernicious Practiſes, not only to our pure and 
holy Religion, but to our civil Rights and Liberties: And therefore we 
do earneſtly obteſt all good Proteſtants and Lovers of their Country, That 
they look diligently to themſelves, that they be not deluded by the ſubtile 

Devices of a Popiſh and Jacobite party who ſomanifeſtly deſign to bring us 

under the Yoke of the ſaid Pretender, and thereby to deprive us of theſe 
moſt valuable Bleſſings, which the great and gracious God did ſo remark- 
ably reſtore unto us by the late glorious Revoluaion. 
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To preſerve the Members of chis National Church from being impoſed 
npon by the cunning Arzifices of ſuch Enemies, we beſeech them to advert 
how deceitfully many of theſe, who are notorionſly diſaffeRed to her Majeſty's 
Government, do with great Appearance of Zeal, eſpouſe and promote the 
Cerimonies and Liturgy of the Church of Exg land, a Icke which neither 
we nor our Fathers were able to bear, and which this Nat ion would never 
ſubmit to, even in the Times of Prelacy; but altho the Jacobite party do now 
ſo earneſtly contend for that Form of Worſhip, to impoſe upon, and ingra- 
tiate themſelves with the Church of Egland, and to ſtrengthen themfelves 
under her Protection, their Zeal for the Pretender is ſuch, that they gene- 
rally omit the prayers in that Liturgy for our Sovereign Queen Anne, and 
the illuſtricus Princeſs Sophia, upon whom the Succeſſion to the Crown is 
ſettled, which Succeſſion we cannot but eſteem to be, under God, the greateſt 
Security, not only to the proteſtant intereſt in thefe Lands; bur alſo to the 
reformed Churches abroad, in whoſe ſafety we are confident, That all good 
W will find themſelves deeply concerned both in poiat of Duty and 
etereſt. | . = 
It's alſo very, common with that party, to make a great qutcey, eſpecially 
at diſtant Places, where the Matter is nor ſo well known, of their having 
ſuffered grievous perſecution, meerly becauſe of their being of the Epiſcopal 
perſwaſion. This is another of their Artifices, to procure unto themſelves 
the more Favour and Countinance from others, whole protection they abuſe, 
to proſecute their malicious Deſignes againſt the Revolution Settlement: But 
this their Clamout and Noiſe is altogerher groundleſs; and bleſſed be 
God we can appeal to the Conſciences of all who know our CondyQ, That 

- we have never ſince the late happy Revolution, in the leaſt returned the 
- Severities, and unparallelled Cruelties which we met with, when they had 
the Aſcendent; and which we from their preſent Temper, as well as their 
former Behaviour, may reaſonably conclude, they want nothing but power 
to renew againſt the Miniſters and Members of this Church. i 
Moreover, That they may diminiſh the juſt Averſion of the people of this 
Land to the Pretender, and engage them to his Intereſt, they do artfully ſug- 
geſt, add with the utmoſt Confidence aſſure them, That were he once ad- 
vanced to the Throne, he would procure the Deſſolution of the Union. But 
. we intreat all perſons to conſider, That whatever be the Inconveniencies, 
and dangerous Conſequences of the Union to our civil Intereſts, or the Grie- 
vances ot this Church under it, againſt which laſt, both the Commiſſion and 
General Aſſembly gave ſolemn and ſeaſonable Teſtimony, particularly, in the 
Tenth AQ of the General Aſſembly held Anno 1712, Iutituled, Ai appro- 
Ving the Repreſentations and Addreſſes by the Commiſſion, concerning the Tolera- 
tion and Patroneges; yet to exepetta Remedy to theſe Grievances from the 
Pretender, is a moſt groſs Deluſion, and a Bait which we cannot think 
will catch any, but ſuch as are very ſimple and credolous; yea, ſuppoſing 

there were Ground, as there is none, to expect that the Pretender woul 
diſſolve the Union, if he ſhould come to the Throne; yet that could not 
be at all a ſufficient Compenſation for the dreadſul Train of the far 
greater Evils of Tyrannical Government, and the Abominations of Po- 
pery, which we could not but meet with, if a perſon of his prineiples and 
Education ſhouid be advanced to the ſupreme Authority; any Remedy that 
can be looked for from him would prove ſomuch worſe than our preſent 
Diſeaſe, that we cannot but be confident, there is none who have any juſt 
concern for our Religion and civil Liberties, which ought to be deareft 
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to us, as Proteſtents and free born Scots Men, will ſuffer themſelves to be 
deluded with ſuch an abſurd and enſnaring Inſinuation. 3 
WMWoe find it neceſſat allo, to guard people againſt another artful Contri- 
vance of the Jacobite party: Theſe of them that profeſſes to be proceſtants, 
that they may the more eaſily engage peopla into their meaſures, do fre- 
quently declare, That they are for a proteſtant Succeſſion, and with great 
| Allurance advance as a thing to be relyed upon, That the pretender hath 
declared, or will declare himſelf to be a proteſtant: But this is an Artifiee 
ſo groſs, tha: it can take with none who do conſider, That the Pope dorh 
diſpeale with the faireſt profeſſion of the proteſtant Religion, and the moſt 
\ folemn Oaths 10 maintain it, for advanceing that helliſh Delign of extirpa- 
ting the proteſtant Religion, under the opprobrious Name of the Northern 
Hereſie; and which all papiſts by their cruel and bloody principles, are 
oblidged to endeavour to the ou: moſt of their power, upon pain of Nam- 
nation; and likewiſe that a Prince who is a papiſt at heart, may the more 
ſecurely and eaſily work the Ruin of our Religion and , Liberty, that his 
. deſigns are covered with the Mask of a Proteſtant profeffion. Such there- 
fore, as are impoſed upon with the fond and grouadleſs ExpeRation - of 
the Pretender's being Proteſtant, and would thereupon intruſt him with all 
our valuable Concerns, mult needs bewray the greateſt Ignorance of the 
Principles of Papiſts, and the many obvious Tuſtances of their Dſſimu- 
lation; nay, bring upon themſelves not only the Brand of Weaknefs and 
_ fooliſh Credulity, bur the hainous Guile of Treachery to God, from their 
inexcuſable running into Meaſures, which ſo manifeſtly endanger our holy 
Religion, and the happy Conſtitution of this Church, founded upon and 
- agrecable unto the Word of God. | ET 
Wherfore we do with the greateft Earneſtneſs recommend to all the Miz 
.niſters. of this National Church, that they endeavour by publick end pri- 
vate inſtruction to impreſs the people of their reſpective Charges, with a 
due Senſe of the Evil of Popery, and extreme Danger theſe Lands would 
certainly be brought into, of being overrun with it, and ruined with Op- 
preſſion and Tyranny, if ever the Lord ſhould for our Sins permit the Pre- 
tender, educated and confirmed in the Popiſh Religion, and inſtructed in 
ali the principles of Arbitrary Government, to bear Rule over us: And we 
do ceriovſly exhort all the Miniſters and Members of this Church, to teſti- 
fie all Duty Loyalty to our only righful and lawful Sovereign Queen Anne, 
and a zealous Concern for the Proteſtant Succeſſion, ſettled upon the moſt 
Excellent Princeſs Sophia Electoris and Duthces Daager of Hauower, and 
their Heirs of her Body beiug Proteſtants: And we judge it proper at this 
. Occaſion to put them in mind, That this Illuitrious Princeſs is the Grand- 
Daughter of King James the Six h of Scosland, and Firſt of England, by his 
Daughter the Lady Eliæabeth Quten of Bohemia, for whom and her Child- 
ren our worthy predeceſſors did publickly pray in their Churches, and 
whoſe Husband was deſcended, of a Family which was remarkably Zea- 
| lows for the Glorious Work of Reformation, and who himſelf did endure 
great Tryals of Affliction for his ſtedfaſt adherance to the proteſtant Intereſt, 
When we therefore conſider haw much both our preſent and future Safe- 
ty, under God, doth depend upon that Familie's Succeeding to the Crown, 
and how neceſſare the preſervation of that Succeſſion is, for the Security of 
our Religion and Liberties, and of all that is dear to us as Men and Chri- 


ſtians; we cannot forbear, at fuch a junctture as this, to excite our ſelves 
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and all of our Communion oteſtific as bleſſed be God they have hitherto 
done, a fiim and ſteady adherence thereto; under whatever Diſcuragemars 
may happen; and in the bowels of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, we 
do ſeriouſly obteſt and beſeech all Ranks of Perſons, to hear the Voice of 
God's Diſpenſations to us in theſe Lands, and to humble themſelves deeply 
under the many {ad Cauſes and Tokens of the LORD's Anger, to prepare to 
meet our God by turning unto him with all their hearts, by unfeignied 
Repentance and Reformation of Life, fleeing to the Blood of Sprinkling 
for Reconſiliation, and making known our Requeeſts to God, with all pray- 
er and Supplication in the Spirit, That he would continue, Stengthen and 
perfect what he has wrought for us, diſappoint the deſignes and hopes of 
a Popiſh and Jacobite Party, preſerve the happy Conſtit ution of this National 
Church, ſanctify and remove our preſent Grievances, and teach us to profit 
by all his Diſpenſatioas ; That he would proſper and bleſs our Sover- 
* eign Queen Anne, direct her Councils, and proſper her Government; 
That he would preſerve and maintain, againſt all it's Oppoſers, the proteſt- 
ant Succeſſion in the Houſe of Hover, and eminently bleſs that Illuftri- 
ous Family ; That he would give Wiſdom to all Ranks to underſtand the 
Times; That he would pour out a Spirit of Love, of power and ofa ſound 
Mind upon Miniſters, That with one Heart and Mouth they may ſtrive 
together, in defence of the Doctrine, Worſhip, and government of this 
Church, as now ſettled ; That he would bleſs them with Meekneſs, Wiſ- 
dom and Zeal, to avoid all Deviſions that bring a Scandel upon Religion, 
endanger our Conſtitution, and expoſe us to the ſcorn of our Enemies, and 
give them advantage over us; That the Lord would give to all of us, to re- 
flect ſeriouſly on the many Troubles, which have afflicted our Lon, and to 
ſhun carefully all thoſe ſins which procured them; That he would keep up 
in our lively Remembrance, the great Danger our Religion and Liberties 
were in, when in his Infinite Goodneſs he ſurprized theſe Nations, with 
the late happy Revolution, a Mercy never to be forgotten, without the 
higheſt Ingraritude to God, and the greateſt injuſtice to the Memory of the 
late Glorious King William, which ought always to be Savoury to all 
good Proteſtants; That he would enable us to make a right improvement 
of that Goſpel Light and purity, which we now enjoy, and work in us 
a Temper of Spirit ſuteable thereto; That he would make ſerious Godli- 
neſs and Chriſtian Charity to flouriſh amongſt us, and give all Ranks on 
Heart, and one Way to fear him, and keep his Commandments alwiſe, that 
ſo our gracious God would dwell in our Land, and that it may be well with 
us, and our poſterity after us. | 
The above written Warning and Exhortation having been read at ſuadry 
Dyets of the Commiſſion, and fully conſidered, was this Day voted and un- 
animouſly approven by them. And they appointed the ſame to be furth- 
with printed, and Copies thereof to be ſent to the reſpective presbyteries, 
and rtcommends to them to take the moſt effectual Way to publiſh the 
ſame to the ſeveral Miniſters and Members of this Church. Subſcribed by 


WILL. WISHEART. Moar. 
JO. DUNDAS. Cs, Eccl. Scot. 


